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Yorkshire’s Great Houses, Castles and Gardens bring you a collection of over 40 ideas for days out in 
Yorkshire - one of the most breathtakingly beautiful regions in England. 
Yorkshire boasts the highest concentration of stately homes, castles and gardens in England and        
this breadth of offer ensures that there are a whole host of ideas for great days out with something to 
suit everyone. 

See below some event highlights taking place across  the summer. 

Great Castles & Abbeys 
Fountains Abbey: ‘Get Georgian!’ 
Date: Sunday 28 August / Time: 11am - 4pm 
Cost: Normal admission to the estate applies.  
Step back in time and be entertained by our       
Regency dancers in the 18th century Water      
Garden. Enjoy costumed presentations at the 
Banqueting House and learn more about the 
pleasure-seeking Georgians.     
 
Bolton Castle: ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’  
Date: Monday 29 August / Time: 6pm – 8pm 
(Gates open 5.15pm) 
Cost: Adult £14, Children £12.50. 
Booking Advised. Booking no: 01969 623981 or 
call into the Castle. Bring own seating 
The UK’s most acclaimed open-air touring theatre 
company, The Lord Chamberlain’s Men, will    
present William Shakespeare’s most popular and 
hilarious comedy, the magical feast A              
Midsummer Night’s Dream!  
 
Raby Castle: ‘Medieval Weekend’  
Date: 28 & 29 August / Time: 11am – 5pm 
Cost: Included in normal admission to park &   
gardens. Adults £6, Concessions £5, Children (5 
– 15yrs) £2.50, family ticket £15. Free for season 
ticket holders. A small extra charge applies to 
those wishing to visit the castle. 
Popular living history group Rosa Mundi will be 
camped at the castle over the bank holiday   
weekend, delighting and educating visitors about 
all things medieval. Step into the past and     
imagine what it was like to live and work in       
medieval times. Have a look around the medieval 
kitchen, see what food would have been eaten, 
walk round the medieval tents and see at first 
hand shoe making, knife sharpening,            
woodworking and weapons to name a few. 

Ripley Castle: ‘Meet the Ladies of Ripley’  
 
Wednesdays in August and Bank Holiday       
Monday you will have the chance to meet the 
“Ladies of Ripley Castle”.   
 
There will be four performances a day – 
11.30a.m. – 12.30p.m. – 1.30p.m. – 2.30p.m. 
Normal admission charges apply. 
 
3 August: “Trooper Jane’s War 1644” 
 
10 August: “Martha’s Good Fortune” 
 
17 August: “Mary Ann of Broxhome” 
 
24 August: “At Home with Lady Alberta” 
 
 
Skipton Castle: ‘Trayned Bandes’ 
 
Date: 30 & 31 July 2011 
Time:10am - 6pm (Sunday 12 noon - 6pm)  
See this military unit setting up an encampment 
in the grounds of Skipton Castle during the     
English Civil War. 
 
Skipton Castle is one of the best-preserved and 
most complete medieval castles in England,    
despite enduring a three-year siege in the Civil 
War. 
 
After the battle of Marston Moor it was the only 
Royalist stronghold left in the north. On the 30 & 
31 of July come and see the Trayned Bandes re 
create a military encampment during the         
English Civil War.  



Great Houses & Museums 
Brodsworth Hall:  
‘Sunday Afternoon Brass Band Concert’ 
Date: Sun 10 Jul - Sun 28 Aug & Sun 4 Sep - 
Sun 11 Sep 
Cost: Adult £5.50, Concession £5.00, Child 
£3.30. EH Member free. Admission to the Hall is 
extra. 
 
Hear the best local brass bands perform with the 
stunning backdrop of Brodsworth Hall. Bring 
along your deck chairs and picnics for an          
afternoon of superb music.  
 
Burton Agnes Hall:  
‘Burton Agnes Jazz and Blues Festival’ 
Date: 5, 6, 7 August   
Cost: Tickets from £20.00 (evening performance)
-£40.00 (full weekend) 
 
With bands over three days, and performances in 
the Elizabethan Hall and its beautiful grounds, the 
Burton Agnes Jazz & Blues Festival offers a    
diverse range of laid-back entertainment that     
inspired the Independent to write that the Festival 
was ‘Possibly the most enjoyable jazz concert 
I've ever attended’.  
 
The large stage on the Main Lawn is where the 
Festival’s main acts perform. The festival offers 
camping, barbeques, real ale, tea tent, children’s 
entertainment and rolling fields behind the stage 
and pristine woodland to the side you couldn’t 
ask for a more stunning setting. 
 
Fairfax House: Exhibition: 
‘Revolutionary Fashion 1790 –1820’ 
Date: Fri 26 August to Sat 31 December 
Cost: House Admission prices apply 
 
Uncovering the revolutionary changes in fashion 
at the end of the 18th century and the influence of 
French Revolution, Industrial 
Revolution and Napoleonic Wars, this exhibition 
brings together the highly elegant clothing of 
Georgian and Regency polite society. 
Featuring period gowns, shoes and accessories 
from Yorkshire collections and beyond,         
Revolutionary Fashion will reveal the 
styles and ‘real’ clothes worn by Jane Austen’s 
heroes and heroines. 
This is Fairfax House’s second exhibition         
exploring Georgian fashion and taking the story 
forward from 1730-1780 which began with ‘Dress 
to Impress’ in 2010.  
  

Kiplin Hall: ‘Italian Painting returns to Kiplin 
Hall from Washington D.C.’ 
Date: Sunday 26 June / Time: 11am – 5pm 
Cost: Included in admission to the Hall and      
gardens, adult £7, Concession £6, Child £3,    
Family (2+3) £18. Gardens only adult £4,        
Concession £3, Child £1, Family £9. 
 
A dramatic oil painting, The Piazza di San Marco, 
Venice, during a Carnival, by the Venetian artist, 
Luca Carlevarijs has returned to Kiplin Hall. The 
painting has been away on display in the major 
exhibition, Venice: Canaletto and His Rivals. 
To celebrate the re-hanging of the painting, Kiplin 
Hall invites you to experience Christopher Crowe 
and the Grand Tour.  The day promises to give a 
fascinating insight into the life and times of the 
18th century British nobility in Italy and at home. 
Supporting the return of the Carlevarijs following 
an absence of 9 months, a selling exhibition of 
Venetian watercolours and prints, by local artist, 
Chris Mouncey, will also open on Sunday 26 
June at 2pm, and run until 28 September.  
 
Sewerby Hall & Gardens: ‘The Big Picnic’ 
Date: 14 August / Time:10am - 5pm 
Admission is £5 for adults, £4.20 for over 60's, £3 
for children and £16.50 for a family pass (up to 2 
adults and 3 children). 
A spectacular fun-filled day for all the family     
including magic shows, giant inflatables and have
-a-go-archery. The idea is for families to come 
together on a sunny Sunday and have a big     
picnic. Don't forget Sewerby Hall and Gardens 
recently won Warburton's "National Best Picnic 
Spot" award so where better to bring your     
hampers?  
 
Sledmere House:  
‘Yorkshire’s Greatest Living History Festival’ 
Date Sat 30 & Sun 31 July / Time: 10am – 5 pm 
Cost: Adults £5, children £2 (includes entry to the 
grounds and gardens) 
See history come to life at Sledmere House with 
dramatic, entertaining and exciting displays from: 
· Comitatus – 4th century AD Romans 
· Knights in Battle Society – Medieval Knights 
The Sealed Knot – English Civil War 
Re-enactment displays with up to 200              
participants in period dress, horses, canons, 
muskets, pike, sword and ballista!  Living history 
encampments available to look round and        
displays will take place in the main arena          
between 10.30 am and 4.30 pm.   
The House will be open 11.00 am – 4.00 pm 
(additional charge for adults.) 



Great Houses & Museums continued 
Temple Newsam: ‘Clueless’ 
Date: Tue 2 Aug-Friday 5 Aug and Sunday 7 
Aug / Time: during opening hours - House     
opening times: 10.30 to 5.00 (last admission is 45 
minutes before closing) 
 
Pick up your detective notes at reception, find 
clues around the House and work out who dun-
nit.  Is it Miss Crimson in the Drawing Room with 
the poker?  You decide! 
(and if you enjoyed this why not come back and 
try a new whodunit on Sat 27 Aug- Thursday 1 
September?)  

The Bowes Museum: ‘Summer Market’ 
Date: 17 July / Time: 10.00 – 4.00 
Cost: Free 
 
Come along and enjoy this free event in the 
beautiful grounds of The Bowes Museum.  

Around 60 craft stalls will offer a wide range of 
quality goods, in addition to Barnard Castle   
Farmers’ Market.  

Great Gardens 
Helmsley Walled Garden:  
‘Alternative Produce Show and Autumn Fair’ 
Date: 17 September  
Time: 10:30 am until 4:30pm 
Cost: Event is free, just standard entry to the  
garden, £4 for concessions and £5 per adult. 
Children under 16 years are free when            
accompanied by an adult. Helmsley residents are 
free.  
 
Local produce, gifts, tombola, raffle and children's 
games.  
 
RHS Garden Harlow Carr:  
‘The Great Garden Adventure’ 
Date: 23 July – 31 August  
 
Harlow Carr Warriors, are you ready for a       
challenge? Can you take on the great garden   
safari trail this year? If you’re brave enough, pack 
the essentials, bring the family and report to    
Harlow Carr this July & August where you can 
pick up your great garden safari trail and head off 
to complete the challenge. On the weekends visit 
the woodland for plenty of bush craft and survival 
skills workshops for all the family. Come         
camouflaged and ready for some outdoor fun and 
adventure!  
 
The Walled Garden at Scampston: 
‘Wind in the Willows Open Air Theatre             
Production’ 
Date: Tue 23 August 
Time: 6pm (Gates open at 4pm) 
Cost: Adults £14, Children (3-16) £10, Family 
(2+2) £40. Children's workshop £2 per child.  
 
Cambridge Touring Theatre join us with a merry 
romp through the world of the river bank with their 
wonderful adaptation of ‘Wind in the Willows’.  
  

Thorp Perrow Arboretum:  
‘Mr Swing's Dance Orchestra’  
Date: Saturday 23 July / Time: 7.30pm 
Cost - Adults £10.00 / Students/Children 
£7.00  (Ticket Only)  /  Bookings - 01677 425323 
 
The fantastic sounds of Mr Swing return by  
popular demand!!  Bring a chair or a rug to sit on 
and a picnic and dance the night away to the 
sounds of Frank Sinatra, Tom Jones and many 
others!  Gates open for picnics at 7pm.   
 
Wentworth Castle Gardens  
‘Sealed Knot – English Civil War                     
Re-enactment Camp’  
Date: Saturday 13 & Sunday 14th August 
Time:  10am – 5pm.   
Cost: Normal Gardens Admission applies. 

Y o r k s h i r e  S c u l p t u r e  P a r k :  
‘Yorkshire Sculpture Park reveals hidden      
secrets this summer’ 

Date: 23-24 July / Cost: Free 

A weekend of celebrations unveiling stunning 
lakeside areas, woodland, and incredible historic 
features previously closed to the public, with 
walks, tours and special family activities for all 
ages.  Extensive work funded by Natural England 
has opened up long-forgotten footpaths and 
bridges, and restored delightful features including 
a Greek-style summer house, a now land-locked 
Boat House, Stepping Stones and a magical 
Shell Grotto. This major project has breathed life 
once more into historical gems, protecting these      
special areas for the enjoyment of future         
generations and giving visitors the chance to    
explore exciting new areas alongside familiar     
favourites.  




